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To their Royal Highnefles the Duke of
G L OUCESTUE R

AND PRINCE

HENRY-FREDERIC.

MOST SERENE PRINCES,

HE Honor already conferred on me, of teaching your |
 Royal Highnefles the Art of Fencing, encourages me to
prefent you with this detail on the fubjeét ; ‘it is a flight tribute,
for the many favours which you have condefcended to beftow
- on



(v )
on me; might I prefume ftill to form a wifh, it thould be, that
your Royal Highnefles would acquit me of the idea of temerity,
by permitting me publickly to teftify the deep fenfe of gratitude,
and the profound refpe&t with which I remain of

YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESSES,
The moft humble,

And moft obedient Servant,

A NGELDO.
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B st R

HEN the Goths had introduced the cuftom of fingle combat, the art of
defence became a neceffary ftudy: it was confined to certain rules, and
academies were inftituted to train up youth in the pra&ice of them.

Tue moderns having adopted the fmall fword in preference to the ancient
arms, it gave rife to a new fpecies of defence, diftinguithed by the appellation of
Fencing, which juftly forms part of the education of perfons of rank ; giving
them additional ftrength of body, proper confidence, grace, a&ivity, and addrefs;
- enabling them, likewife, to purfue other exercifes with greater facility.

NoTwiTHsTANDING this art has been carried, in pra&icc,/to fo high a degree
of perfettion, few enquiries have been made into the theory of it ; many French

. and



Vi P RETFATCE

and Italian mafters have communicated to the public their refle&tions on the fub-
Je&, but they have not fuficiently inveftigated the moft interefting parts of it:
this confideration has induced me to compofe and publifh the following work.

I HavE endeavoured to explain the principles and rules of the art in a fuccin&
and eafy manner ; I have given a circumftantial detail of the different attitudes
of the body, and motions of the hands, arms and legs ; and have, finally, added
- fuch refle&tions and refearches, that both the theoncal and pr&iacal parts will
thereby elucidate each other.

I smaLL have attained to the accomplithment of my wifhes, if this work is fo
fortunate as to pleafe a nation that I have been long devoted to, and which I fhall
always think myfelf happy in {erving to the extent of my abilities.

TO THE
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et

HAVING, under the aufpices of my father, and with his permiffion, under-
taken to give this edition of his Treatife on the Art of Fencing, I have
endeavoured to render it of more general ufe, by reducing it ‘both in fize and
price.  As I follow the fame profeffion, in which my father has fo highly diftin-
guithed himfelf, I might be permitted to fpeak to the merit of the prlnc1plesv
Iaid down in this book yet, as his fon, my teftimony might be called in:
queftion. T thall, therefore, inftead of my own, deliver the opinion of that
learned b wdy of men, the compilers of the French Encyclopedia, whofe judgment

in maiters of arts and fciences cannot be fufpected of adulation or partiality.
UNDER
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Unper the article Escrime (Fencing) they fpeak of the following fheets, in
thefe words : .

“« This article is entirely taken out of a TREATISE on the ArRT of FENcINg,
« publifbed in London by Mr. ANGELO ; we are indebted to him both for the
« Discourses and PLaTes. Had we known of any twork MORE PERFECT IN '

“ 118 KIND, we _fbould have made ufe of it, &c.”’
" Severat French and Italian mafters have (as it has been obferved before)
ventured their thoughts on the art, but none of them fufficiently expatiated on
its material points : this confideration has led me to publifh this {mall edition of
a treatife {o juftly approved of, and fo generally ufeful to the lovers of fencing.

Fixcine Acapemy, Opera Houfe, . H AN GELO.
; Haymarket. __

.-THE
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THE METHOD OF MOUNTING A4 SWORD.

O U muft obferve not to file or diminith the tongue of the blade, for on that depends
the ftability and ftrength of your fword.

I7 the tongue is too big for the mounting, you fhould open the mounting ; fuch as the
gripe, fhell and pummel, and tighten the tongue, by putting in fplinters of wood, fo as to
rendet it firm. The pummel and button muft be of two pieces ; the button fhould be faf~
tened with-a hollow fcrew, four or five times on the tongue of the blade, which is to be run
through the pummel, and rivetted according to the fhape of the button, round or flat.

THis is the beft method of mounting a fword, and which I recommend to all fwordi-
men. You will find this method very ufeful alfo for broad-fwords, or half-fpadoons, com-

monly called cut and thrufts, . A -
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Yovu muft obferve that the gripe of the fword be put on quite centrical to the heel of the
fort of the blade, which thould have a little bend above the fingers, when in hand, and let
the whole mounting be turned a little inward, which will incline your point in carte, ‘This
way of mounting your {word will facilitate your difengagements, and give you an eafy man-
ner of executing your thrufts. ‘

HOW TO CHUSE 4 BLADE, AND ITS PROPER LENGTH.

THOUGHT it neceflfary, before I fet down any rues for the ufe of the fword to
premife a few words, not only how to mount a fword, but likewife upon the choice, of

a blade ; for, with a bad fword in hand, bad confequences may enfue, be the perfon ever fo
couragecus, and altive. Some are for ﬁayt, others for hollow blades; whatever pains were
taken with the former, I feldom or ever found them light at the pewnt; it is therefore diffi-
cult to render them light in hand ; I would, neverthelefs, recommend the ufe of them in
battle, either horfe or foot ; but in a fingle combat, the hollow blade is preferable, becaufe

of its lightnefs, and eafe in the handlmg :
A PERSON
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A rERrsoN fhould proportion his fword to his height and ftrength, and the longeft fword
ought not to exceed thirty-eight inches from pummel to point.

IT is an error to think that the long fword hath the advantage ; for if a determined adverfary.
artfully gets the feeble of your blade, and clofes it well, by advancing, 1t would be a difficult
matter for him who has the long fword to difengage his point, without drawing in the arm,
which motion, if well timed, would give the other with the fhort {word an opportumty of
taking advantage thereof.

You fhould not fail obferving, when you chufe your blade, that there be no flaws in it ;
thefe flaws appear like black hollow fpots, fome long ways, others crofs the blade ; the firft
of thefe are. frequently the caufe of the blade’s breaking. .

TuE temper of the blade is to be tried by bending it againft any thing, and it is a bad fign
when the bending begins at the point; a good blade will generally form a half circle, to
within a foot of the thell, and {pring ftraight again ; if it fhould remain in any degree bent,
it 1s a fign the temper of that blade is too foft : but though it is a fault, thefe blades feldom
break. Thofe which are ftubborn in the bending are badly tempered, often break, and
very eaﬁly. , - :

A2 - OF
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\

OF THE FORT AND FEEBLE QF A-BLADE.

HE fort and feeble are equally on both edges of a.blade. The Fort extends from the
. R Shell to the Middle of the Blade, and the Fecbie from thence to the point. You can-
not attend too much to this diftinction;, fince the-executive part- of the art, depends on a.
proper knowledge thereof: " »

THE FIRST POSITION T0 DRAW 4.SWORD:
PLATE L

OU muft ftand ftraight on your legs, with your bedy fideways ;- keep your head-up-
right and eafy, look your adverfary in:the face, let your right arm.hang down your

right thigh, and your left arm bend towards your. left hip; your left heel fhould be near the
point of your right foot, the point of your right foot in a line with: your knee, and directed-
towards your adverfary ; and, holding your fword towards the hook of your fcabbard, you
muft
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*moft prefent yourfelf in order to draw. In-this pofition, fixing your eyes on your adverfary,
bend your right arm and raife-it to the height of your fhoulder, and carrying your hand to
the grip'é of 'your fword, which hold tight and firm, ‘turning your nails toward the belt, draw
your fword, ra’rﬁhg your hand in a line with your left thoulder, and make a half circle, with
-vivacity, over your head, prefenting the point-in aline te your adverfary, but no higher than

) his face, nor lower than the laft rib, holding your arm ftraight, without ftiffnefs in the elbow,
or the wrift ; : m prefenting thus'the point, you muft raife the left arm in a femi-circle, to the
height of your ear, andfingle your left thoulder well, that the whole body may be in a profile;
which inftruion cannot be too clofely attended to.

POSITION FOR THE GUARD IN CARTE

PLATE M

YN ord'er o acquire this pofition, the left knee muft be bent, and at two feet diftance from
the right ; the left heel in a firaight line with the right heel, and the point of the foot

A3 _ perpendj

W N

™,

™
.
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perpendicular to the knee: you muft obferve that the bend on the left fide fhould not in the
leaft take off from that eafe with which the body ought to be fupported ; and, to render your-
felf firm, bend the right knee a little, but not too much, for, if it is too much bent, the .
body might fall forward, and if not bent at all, neither the thigh, nor the leg, would be
flexible, and you would, confequently, not have fufficient elafticity nor ftrength to longe,
nor agility to advance or retire.

Tuae Guard in carte is the moft advantageous, and the moft elegant pofition in Fencing.
There are in this art five different pofitions of the wrift, offenfive and defenfive; which are,
Prime, Seconde, Carte, Tierce, and Quinte. ‘The two firft to begin with are carte, and
tierce ; from which derive carte over the arm, low carte, and flanconade.

THERE are alfo in Fencing three openings, or entrances, viz. infide, outfide, and low
parts of both thefe.

THE infide comprehends the whole breaft, from the left to the right thoulder.

THE outfide, all the thrufts made above the wrift, on the outfide of the fword.

THE low parts embrace all the thrufts made under the wrift, from the arm-pit to the hlp':

from the infide or the outfide.
THE
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- TrE carte which is within, ought to be thruft with your nails upward, and the infide
edge of the fword a little more raifed than the outfide one.

A TiERCE ought to be thruft on the outfide of the adverfary’s fword, with the nails
déwnward, and the two edges of the fword of equal height.

THE prime fhould be thruft within both {fwords, with the nails downward and the edges
of equal height.

THE carte over the arm fhould be thruft with the nails upward, and both edges of the
{word at an equal height. -l

THe low carte fhould be thruft below the wrift, the edge being turned the fame way as
the carte within the fword.

THE feconde fhould be thruft under the wrift, with the nails downward, and the edgcsof
the fword of equal height.

“THE quinte muft be thruft with the nails upward, dire&ing your point to the outﬁde of
your adverfary’s wrift, and elbow, and the edges of equal height.

THe flanconade thould be thruft from the infide to the outfide of the adverfary’s fWOrd
bxndmg his blade, to convey your’s under his elbow to the body, with your nails npwf-«l

A ¢
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T0 GET WITHIN, OR WITHOUT DISTANCE.

N order to come to our former pofition of tlie guard, it is very neceffary to know what is
‘meant by diftance.

T o get within diftance, is called advancing on the adverfary, when he is at too great a
diftance from the point of your fword; to be without diftance, is to retire when your
adverfary’s point is too near. '

;T o get within diftance of your adverfary without altering the regular pofition of your
Guard, you muft raife your right foot juft above the ground, and carry it about a foot for-
ward, in a ftrait line with your left heel, bending your knee a little, and at the fetting down
of the foot, you muft follow with the left leg in the fame manner and diftance, keeping

- % Jeg well bent, to fupport the body entirely on that fide.
out of diftance you muft retire with the left foot, and follow regularly with the

keeping always two feet diftance (more or lefs according to your fize) from one

sther : you muft be very cautious not to lofe your perpendicular pofition of body
: and
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and guard, elfe, by the diforder which your adverfary could caufe in your legs, the body
would no more be firm, neither would the wrift be able to execute with advantage when
occafion fhould require it.

THERE is alfo a double advance, by bringing up the left foot to the right toe, and the
reverfe in the retreat, by carrying the right foot to the left heel ; you may alfo jump back
about two feet, and, though this method-is much. ufed, yet I do not advife it, except yow
were on very level ground. .

POSITION FOR THE GUARD IN TIERCE.
PLATE IL

O execute the tierce (as before mentioned) your nails muft be downward, and engss
ging your adverfary’s {word, touch his blade; you muft engage your point from
infide to outfide, by changing the pofition of your wrift; fo that when your wrift is turned.

in carte, on the infide of your adverfary’s blade, you muft, by a motion.of the wrift, drop
, your
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your point clofe to his blade, turning your nails downwards ; which is difengaging from
carte to tierce.
BEING in tierce, you muft likewife drop your point, turning your wrift with your nails
upward, and clofe your adverfary’s blade ; which is difengaging from tierce to carte.
You muft make frequent difengagements in this manner, in a firm pofition, till your
adverfary retires, at which time you muft difengage, and advancing, clofe his blade, with
. your point in a line to his body, always fteady on your guard. -
WHEN you have thus difengaged, and advanced on your adverfary, in thefe two pofitions,
wyou muft retire, and cvery time he difengages, you muft turn your wrift on the fide you are
.engaged ; this will teach you to compleat your parades, in which'the wrift is only to at: you
‘mutt always oppofe your adverfary’s fword fufficiently to cover the fide he attacks, and you
muft neverthelefs obferve, that, when you cover one fide, you do not uncover the other fide
or the lower parts.

POSITION
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POSITION FOR THE INSIDE GUARD CALLED CARTE, AND THE INSIDE
THRUST, CALLED THE THRUST IN C4RTE.

PLATE 1IV.

>

O. execute this thruft well, three motions of the wrift are to be made at once; whicl

are, to turn the wrift and nails upward, raife the wrift, and oppofe; and in thefe
motions the arm fhould be ftraitened, and the wrift raifed above the head, and the point dropt
in a line to the adverfary’s breaft; being thus fituated, you muft throw your wrilt forward,
ftepping immediately, or longe about two feet beyond your guard; the left heel, and knee,
thould be in a perpendicular line, the point of the foot in a line to the knee, and the right
heel in a line to the left ; the left foot fhould be plumb to the ground, and not move, heel
or toe. And obferve, that when the arm ftretches forth in order to thruft, the foot muft
follow at the fame time; the body fhould be very upright, the left leg ftretched, and the
left hand fhould hang down in a line with the left thigh, about one foot diftance, with the -

hand open, nails downward, and fingers clofe.
, ‘ THis
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“I'mts pofition of the right hand is to be obferved in every thruft made in carte, the hand
or wrift fhould go off firft, and the point fhould touch'the body, before the foot s fet to the
ground; and, to petfe& this thruft, when the hand moves, the reft of the body ought all te
-move with the fame vivacity : and though it appears, when well executed, that.the motions
-of all the parts are inftantaneous, yet you will find the point has the priority.

4OBSERVE well, that the body be firm, the head ‘kept up, the left fide ‘from the hip
well turned in, the fhoulder eafy, and the wrift-oppofed to the fword ; that the pummel be
dire&ted .in a.line with your left temple, to prevent a counter thruft frorn the adverfarys
infide, which will certainly happen without this oppofition.

. Tue thruft being made, -the recovery to the guard muft immediately follow, with the
-fword in a firait line-with the adverfary’s body. You cannot pradife this thruft teo much, it
.being the moft effential and.the moft fhining one that is made in fencing,.

POSITION
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POSITION FOR THE
AND ¢

g YO deliver this-thruft, your
the fame height as in car

wrift, though not in a line with
temple, the left arm to fall down
that at'all times when the right ar
the fame, and at the.fame diftance
THERE are many, fencers who,
fhoulder, and ftéop with the heac
likewife, leaning the head on the 1
but renders it impoffible to fee
parry ; for the Lead being in con

wnit
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wrift is to caufe the oppofitions, they throw themfelves from the centre of gravity ; and with
a wavering body the delivery of the thruft becomes ftiff and aukward, and the recovery of
their guard alfo. They are likewife liable, by bringing the body forward, to be expofed to
the adverfary’s point.

POSITION FOR THE OUTSIDE GUARD, CALLED TIERCE, AND THE THRUST
ON THE SAME SIDE, WITH THE WRIST REVERSED IN CARTE, CALLED
CARTE OFER THE ARM.

PLATE VL

HIS thruft muft be delivered on the outfide of the adverfary’s fword, with the nails

upwards as in carte, but in the tierce line, plunging the point to the adverfary’s body ;

the wrift fhould be ftrait, neither inclined to the outfide or the infide, but raifed, that the

wrift and pummel may ccme in a line with your right temple, the thumb and nails, and the
flat of your blade in one line, and the other parts in the fame pofition as in the thruft in carte.

POSITION
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POSITION OF THE OUTSIDE GUARD CALLED TIERCE, AND THE THKUS?" '
FRQM THE OUTSIDE UNDER THE WRIST, CALLED SECONDE, '

PLATE VIL

HIS thruft doth not differ from the tierce} but, becaufe it is delivered under the wrift
T quite along the elbow, therefore the adverfary’s {word fhould be engaged in tierce,.
drepping. the point with the wrift in tierce, direfting it between the adverfary’s arm-pit and.
his right breaft; here the body thould be more bent forward, than what is mentioned in
the former thrufts.

POSITION OF THE INSIDE GUARD CALLED CARTE, AND OF THE THRUST
UNDER THE WRIST ON THE SAME SIDE, CALLED LOW CARTE.

PLATE VIIL

O deliver this thruft well, you muft engage the adverfary’s fword in carte, dropping
your point under his wrift, in a line to his elbow, and in thrufting, not only fix your
point
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point in his flank, but firait traverfe the line about a foot outward, without turning the foot
“to the right or to the left; forming an angle from the wrift to the blade, the body as much
- bent as in the thruft called Seconde, and the hand as much raifed as in the carte thruft: by
this manner the oppofition will be formed to cover the body and the face.

POSITION OF THE INSIDE CARTE, CALLED CARTE, AND THE ‘THRUSf
GIVEN ON THE OUTSIDE FLANK, CALLED FLANCONADE,

PLATE IX

P VO execute this thruft well, the fword of the adverfary muft be engaged in carte, the
point fixed in the flank of the adverfary, and, binding his blade, carried behind his wrift,

under his elbow. In this operation you muft gain his feeble, and, without quitting_ his
blade, plunge your point under "his elbow to his flank, your wnﬁ: turned nails upward, forming
an angle from the wrift to the point. In the execution of your thtuft, obferve alfo, that the

left hand fhould-drop under the right, and that too, form an angle, from the left elbow to
the
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the wrift,with your hand open, to prevent being hit on the parade of this thruft,by the adverfary’s
turning his wrift in tierce, and by thus reverfing his edge he would throw the point on you.
IN the defenfive part of this parade I will explain this oppofition.

THE SALUTE IN FENCING, GENERALLY MADE USE OF IN ALL ACADE-
MIES, AJZ1ONG GENTLEMEN, BEFORE THEY ASSAULT, OR FENCE LOOSE.

HE falute in fencing is a civility due to the fpe&tators, and reciprocally to the perfons
‘who ‘are to fence. It is cuftomary to begin with it before they engage. A genteel
deportment and a graceful air are abfolutely neceflary to execute this.

FIRST POSITION OF THE SALUTE.

{ OU muft ftand on your guard in tierce, and, engaging the feeble of your adverfary’s
fword, make three beats of the foot, called attacks, two of which are made with the

heel, and the third, with the whole flat of the foot,
"B : Carry
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CArryY your left hand gracefully to your hat, without ftirring the head, which is to face
the adverfary ; and, the hat being off, you muft obferve the folowing rules.

SECOND POSITION OF THE SALUTE.
PLATE XL

'YOU muft pafs your right foot behind the left, at about a foot diftance; keep your -
knees ftrait, the body ftrait, and the head very ere& ; at the fame time ftretch out your
right arm, and turn your wrift in carte, raifing it to the helght of your head, as much to
the right as poffible, holding the point a little low. When you pafs the right foot behind
the left, you muft drop and ftretch your left arm, holding your hat with the hollow up-

ward, about two feet from your thigh.

THIRD
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THIRD POSITION OF THE SALUTE.

PLATE XIIL

HEN you have faluted to the right, obferve well that the wrift be carried to the
left, bending the elbow, and keeping the point of your fword in a line to the ad-"

verfary’s right fhoulder. All the other parts of the body fhould be in the fame pofition as
before mentioned.

FOURTH POSITION OF THE SALUTE.
PLATE XIIIL.

‘ N Yy HEN the falute is madc to the left, the wrift muft gracefully be turned in tierce,

holding the arm and the point of the fword in a line to the adverfary, and at the
fame time come to your guard, by carrying the left leg about two feet diftance from the
right ;* and bending the left arm, put on the hat, in an eafy and gente¢l manner, and place

the hand in the poﬁtnon of the guard.
Ba | FIFTH
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FIFTH POSITION OF THE SALUTE.

PLATE XIV.

BEIN G thus engaged, in the pofition of your tierce guard, you muft repeat the three at-
tacks, or beats of the foot, and, ftraitening your knees, pafs your left foot forward, point
outward, the heel about two inches diftant from the point of the right foot; and ftraitening
both arms, turn both handsin carte, the left arm about two feet from the left thigh, the right

arm in a line with the right eye, and the point of your fword in a line to your adverfary.
NoTE, Thefe laft motions are to falute the adverfary.

AFTER this laft attitude, you muft come to your guard again, in what pofition of the wrift
you pleafe, either to attack, or receive the adverfary.

Ir you fhould find yourfelf too near your adverfary, after having made your pafs fi orward
with your left foot, you thould immediately carry your left foot back, and come to your
guard, to thun an unexpeed furprife, and by that receive the firft thruft; it being allowed

, for
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for either p'\rty to thruft as foon as each is in his refpetive gmrd as it is apparently pro-

bable. that the adverfary is in a defenfive pofition.
THE copper plates of the figures (as explained in this book) have, in all their refpetive

pofitions, the foils in their hands, to teach young fencers how to fix their points to their
exa&t diretion. _

In the art of fencing, much depends on a quicknefs of fight, agility in the wrift, a
ftaunchuefs in the parades, and keeping a folid firminefs in the centrical motion of the body
when a thruft is made,

IN parrying, to have the body reft entirely on the left hip and leg, to be flexible in the
whole frame; not to abandon yourfelf, or flutter, but to be firm on your legs; alfo to un-
derftand your diftance on every motion. But you cannot come to perfect all thefe, without
great prattice by leffons, and by thrufting tierce and carte, of which I will give an expla-
nation, and a juft method. |
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A

METHOD AND EFFECTUAL MEANS TO RENDER A FENCER ACTIVE, AND
FIRM ON HIS LEGS, AND T0 SHEW HIM HOW TO RECOVER AFTER
THE DELIVERY OF A THRUST, EITHER CARTE, OR TIERCE. .

OU ought to prattice not only to make your thrufts with great quicknefs and vivacity,
but alfo to deliver them with an elaftic difengagement and difpofition; and the motion |
of the body fhould appear like divers {prings thgoughout the whole frame.

IT is very eflential to recover from your thrufts in the fame lively manner, to enable you
" to parry in cafe of a return, or repofte. '

To this effe&, as foon as the {cholar is able to thruft with firmnefs of body and legs, in-
ftead of coming to his regular guard, he muft carry his right foot to the left, and alfo the
left to the right; and, in order that the fcholar execute this well, the fencing mafter is to
give his affiftance for that purpofe, till he is able to execute the fame with eafe himfelf.

THE carte fhould be thruft without the affiftance of the plaftroon, and, inftead of recover-
ing to your natural guard, you fhould, with great agility and eafe, carry the point of your

' right
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" fight foot to your left heel, keeping your body ere@, the head alfo, and the knees ftrait;

you will find this to an{wer the fifth pofition of the falute in plate XIV.

THE fecond motion is the moft difficult : you mutft, after having made your thruft in tierce,
inftead of the ufual recovery to your guard, carry the point of your left foot before the right,
your left heel to your right toe. ‘This fhould be done with great eafe and lightnefs, to bring
you immediately on your legs; and it will enable you to come to a guard, by cérrying the
right foot forward, or the left foot back. You muﬁ obferve, i in either of thefe laft motions,
to move but one leg.

THE mafter, in order to affift his fcholar when he is on the longe, fhould keep up his
right, with his left hand, till he brings him to a firm pofition of body and legs; this will
facilitate his recovery to a guard with eafe and quicknefs, and will difpofe him to the mo-
tion of the paffes which are to be made, and of which I fhall hereafter give an explanation.

It is very neceflary, when the {cholar takes a leflon, that the mafter be attentive to with-
draw his plaftroon often when the fcholar thrufts; for it will prove dangerous to ufe him
to plant them always, by which he would find a reft for his wrift and foil; for he would
always abandon his head and body, and, inftead of dnre&mg his point to a proper line ;f

B 4 the
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the adverfary’s body, his wrift, and, confequently, his point, would be delivered, without
rule, to the lower part of the body, and naturally fall lower fttll; and the greater incon=
veniency would be, that he would not be able to recover his guard, nor parry, in caleof a
return, or repofte : whereas, if the mafter often baulks his fcholar, by withdrawing his
plaftroon at the time he thrufts and expeéts to find a fupport or reft for his foil, it will
give him eafe to deliver his thruft, and to come to a defenfive pofition again, by making
him attentive to keep his wrift and body in a proper line, without dependance; and, it
will give him a proper difpofition alfo to throw -his point in a proper line and direGion.

THE fix thrufts which I-have before mentioned, may not only be made from the blade
dire&ly to the body, which ought to be done at one equal meafured time, ftrait to the boly, -
but alfo by a beat on the fword, an appel of the foot, by a glizade, or fliding on the blade,
by a fimple difengage, or by a difengage and an appel together.-

THE beat on the fword is done by engaging the blade either in tierce or in carte, or
carte over the arm; you muft leave the blade about four inches, and beat on it in &
fmart and lively manner, and thruft firm, and ftrait to the body.

THE appel, or attack, is made by raifing the foot about two inches from the ground,
fetting it fmartly down again, and thrufting dire&ly at the body. : .

HE

-
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Tux fliding, or glizade, on the blade, is done by firmly engaging the fword, bending
the elbow, and raifing the point, to gain the adverfary’s fecble; bringing your wrift about
a foot forward, to put by his point, by a prefs on his blad¢} and a thruft firm and ftrait to
the body. ‘

TrE fimple difengage is done when you aré engaged in tierce or carte, by quitting the blade
to the reverte fide, without touching it, and thrufting ftrait to the body.

TuEe difengage with the beat of the foot is done at once, and the fame time you difengage
you muft join the blade of the adverfary, make your attack, and thruft ftrait forward to the
vody.

You muft obferve that thefe three different motions, viz. the difengage, the attack, and the
thruft, fhould be executed as quick as you may fay—one, two.

OF THE SIMPLE PARADES.

ACH thruft hath its parry, and each parry its return. ‘To be a good fencer, it will not

be fufficient to ftand gracefu]ly on your guard, nor even to thruft with great fwiftnefs and
exadtnefs :
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exa&tnefs : the chief point is to be well fkilled in the defenfive part, and to know how to par-
ry all the thrufts that fhall be attempted to be, made at you.

WHEN you are compleat in the defenfive part, you will {foon be able to tire your adverfary,
and often find an opening to plant a thruft. You fhould apply yourfelf to make your parades
clofe, and firm in the line, by holding your fword light, from the gripe to the point.

THe body fhould be profile, or fingled out to the left fide; and the wrift and the elbow
fhould be the chief actors. :

- e ) .
OF THE INSIDE PARADE CALLED CARTE, AND THE THRUST IN CARTE,

PLATE XV. 7~

HIS parade of carte within the blade, is made by a dry beat on the adverfary’s blade,

with the fort of your blade, and your infide edge. You muft throw your body back in

a ftrait line with his, and let your oppofition to his blade be about four inches wide to the

left; your arm fhould be a little contratted, and the momént you have parry’d, prefent your
point firm in a line to his breaft, to enable you to make a return, or repofte, quickly.

_ "@F
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his blade in the leaft, that your fword may form a demi-circle; and, gathering his blade in
carte, you will find that the two fwords, and wrifts, are in the fame pofition as when the
attack began, with only this difference, that the wrifts will be a little lower than in the ordi-
nary guard,

QF TfIE PARADE CALLED PRIME, DERIVED FROM THE BROAD SIVORD,
"AND CALLED THE ST. GEORGE GUARD, AGAINST THE QUTSIDE THRUST
UNDER THE WRIST, CALLED SECONDE.

PLATE XXI

N order to parry this outfide thruft under the wrift, called feconde, with this prime paradz,
you muft, at the time your adverfary thrufts under the wrift, pafs your point over his
blade, and lower it to the waift, keeping your wrift as high as your mouth, turning your.
nails downward, your elbow bent, your body kept back as much as poffible, and give an

abrupt clofe beat on his blade with your outward edge; as you arg then fituated, you mag:
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by way of precaution, hang down vour left hand, as before mentxoned in the flanconade, and

in the fame manner, or ﬁep out of the line. .
THis oppofition is made at the time you parry, and very clofe, to avoid the adverfary’s

point, if you fhould want to thruft in a ftrait liné.

To ftep out of the line, muft be done at the time you parry the thruft, by carrying your
right foot, flat and plumb, about fix inches out of the line to the right, the left foot alfo to
be carried to the fume line about a foot, which will throw you further from the centre.

I my opinion, this laft motion is preferable to the oppofition of the left hand ; and asit
is practifed in many academies, elpccially in Italy, I have thought proper to give an expla-
nation of it.

THE reafon why I prcfer this laft to the firft, is, becaufe the two pomts being low, and
within the {fwords, it is better to ftep out of the line; and by fo domg, you will find the left
fide of the adverfary’s body expofcd and open. »

{ ‘ .

OF
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OF THE PARADE CALLED QUINTE, THE POINT LOW, AND WRIST RAISED,
AGAINST THE OUTSIDE THRUST UNDER’'THE WRIST, CALLED QUINTE
THRUST.

PLATE XXIL
\HE thruft in quinte is made by making a feint on the half-¢ircle parade, having your.
wrift in carte.  You muft difengage your point over the adverfary's blade, at the time
he parries with the half circle, or prime parade, and thruft dire&ly at his flank. -

Turs thruft is parried by-holding your wrift in high carte, with a low point, and by op-
pofing from the forte of your outfide edge, to put by the adverfary’s point; by a wrift well
maintained from fort to feeble, and a very ftrait arm, having the body entirely fupported by

the left hip.

AN EXPLANATION OF THE VARIOUS THRUSTS THAT MAY BE PARRIED
WITH THE FOLLOWING PARADES.

LL parades are made in general in the advance, the retreat, or by ftanding your
ground,

C Wit
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Wirrn the carte, by holding your wrift low, you parry the low carte and the feconde; by
raifing your wrift, you parry all the cuts. over the point on the infide of the {word and the.
flanconade.

WitH the tierce: you parry the carte over the arm 5 in raifing your wrift, you parry the-
cuts over the arm, carte over the arm or tierce.

WitH. the feather parade, that is, with your outward edge when your wrift is turned in
earte on the tierce line, you parry the tierce thruft;. in raifing your wuift, you parry the cuts
over the point on that fide.

WiTH the parade of feconde, you parry all the lower thrufts, bothiinfide and: outfide ; fuchs
as low carte, feconde and flanconade..

WrrH the half circle parade, you parry carte, tierce, carte over the arm and feconde..

WitH the prime parade, you parry carte, low carte, and feconde..

WiTH the quinte parade, you parry fecende and:flanconade.-

OBSERVATIONS
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE PARADES IN GENERAL.

GOOD parade is as neceffary and ufeful when well executed, as it is dangerous and
fatal if done without judgement, and made wide and rambling.

To parry well, will prevent your being hit ; therefore you thould obfetve, when you are
defending the place in which you are attacked, that you do not give an opening on the con-
trary fide, which would give more eafe to your adverfary to throw in a thruft; for which
reafon you thould not flutter, or thew the leaft concern, by any motion ke may make, either
with the body, his foot, or the point of his {word.

THERE is not the leaft doubt but you have a great advantage in forcing your adverfary to
be on the defenfive, becaufe at this time it will be impoffible for him to attack ; and by this
you will certainly find your account, by the openings he may thtough ignorance, or inadver-
tency give. And it is alfo very certain, that, by being able to baffle his attacks, by a clofe
parade, your repoftes, or returns, will be {fafc and quick, and according to the rules of fencing.

Ca OF
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OF THE RETURN, '‘OR REPOSTE, AFTER THE PARRY.

VERY parry hath its return; you will be reckoned: a good fencer, when you parry
with _]udgemcnt, and return with a lively exaénefs.
THERE are.in fencing two ways of returning a thruft; the one is, when the adverfary
thrufts ; and the other, when he is on_his recovery to his guard.
THE firft of thefe is for thofe only who are well fkilled in this exercife, becaufe it requires
a moft exa& precifion, a quick fight, and a decifive parade ; fince the adverfary ought to re-
ceive the thruft, before he has finithed and executed his; which is termed, in fencing, a
return from the wrift.
THE fecond, which is on the adverfary’s: recovery to his guard, is done by hitting him

before he has fet his right foot to the ground again, thrufting out with great cclenty and
refolution, in order to execute well.

THE return, called the return of the wrift, thould hlt the adverfary at the very time he.
longes out to thruft. This method muft be executed with the greateft quicknefs pofiible.

In
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In order to fucceed, you muft be firm on your legs, and, after having parried with the fort
-of your fword, in a dry and abrupt manner, you muft ftraiten your arm, and bring your body
-a little forward on the right leg, remarkmg, attentively, that your wrift diret your point to
the adverfary’s body ; as you may ‘obferve in the twenty-fourth, twenty-ﬁfth and twenty-
fixth plates. .

~

QF THE RETURN IN CARTE, AFTER THE CARTE PARRY,

PLATE XXIIIL

‘T the very time the adverfary delivers his carte thruft, you muft parry with the heel
of your blade, and inftantly return the thruft within the {word, and return to your'
guard as quick, according to the rules already explained.
Ir the adverfary fhould in the leaft raife his wrift on his recovery, you may return a low
carte, and recover with your wrift in tierce, or demi-circle. :

C3 .OF



28 THE SCHOOL OF FENCING.

OF THE RETURN IN TIERCE, AFTER THE TIERCE THRUST.
PLATE XXIV.

: T the time that you parry the tierce with a ftrait arm, and your point a little lowered

to the adverfary’s body, you muft return the fame thruft, only your wrift a little in-
clined to the outfide. ‘Take great care that the hand moves firft, and oppofe his blade well,
from feeble to fort ; recover to your guard in prime, or demi-circle parade.

You may alfo, after your tierce parry, return the thruft in feconde, and recover in feconde,
demi-circle, or in tierce.

OF THE RETURN IN SECONDE, AFTER HJVING PARRIED CARTE OVER
. THE ARM.

PLATE XXV.

FTER your parry carte over the arm, you may return the fame thruft, by holding
your wrift nails upward, thrufting and oppofing with your outward edge, and plunging
your point to his body, with your recovery to a half-circle parade.

Ir
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Ir you fhould return a feconde thruft, you fhould, the moment yeu have parried carte
over the arm, drop your point along the outfide of hxs wrift and-elbow.

THars return is eafier to be made than the aforementioned; your recovery is a half-circle,
feconde or tierce.

OF THE RETURN IN RQUINTE, AFTER THE THRUST IN SECONDE.
PLATE XXVL

AVING parried the thruft in feconde with the quinte parade, you muft retarn the
thruft without altering your wrift. ~ If you pafty with the parade in feconde, you muft
return in feconde, recover {wiftly with your wrift in feconde, and bind the blade in carte, after

the recovery, without leaving it

C4 OF
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OF THE RETURN ON THE FLANCONADE THRUST, BY REVERSING THE
"EDGE, TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YHE PRECAUTION 40O OPPOSE wWITH
THE LEFT HAND

\ -

PLATE XXVIIL

T the time the adverfary thrufts the flanconade, you muft parry, by raifing and turn-

ing your wrift in tierce, without leaving his blade, forming an angle from wrift to

point, fteadily directed to his body. 1In this return there is no occafion to thruft out the right
eg; you muft only bring your body forward, and ftretch out your left leg.

THE angle which is forrned in turning the wrilt is quite fufficient to keep eff and return
the thruft; this done, you muft recever your guard in prime, or half circle.

Ir you parry the flanconade, by binding the fword, as I have before mentiened, you may
return the thruft ftrait in carte; and if, on the adverfary’s recovery, he thould in the leaft
drop his point, you may return a flanconade ; if, on the contrary, he fhould raife his wrift
or his point, you muft return a low carte, and recover by a circle, joining his blade.

OF
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OF THE RETURN FROM THE PRIME PARADE, TO THE SECONDE AND-
LOW CARTE THRUSTS.

PLATE XXVHL

S foon as you have parried the feconde, or the low carte, thruft with the prime parade ;:

ftepping out of the line with the right foot (as explained in the parades thereof) you

mutt retura the thruft in prime, holding your wrilt in a line with your left thoulder ; by this

means you will form an oppofition which will cover your body'and face; after which. you
muft recover in the fame pofition of prime, or in the half circle..

OF THE PARADE BY A COUNTER DISENGAGE.

FY\HIS parade is made at the time the adverfary delivers his thruft, by difengaging carté

or tierce, or carte over the arm: therefore, to execute this parade well, you muft, the
moment he difengages to thruft, difengage alfo, very clofely to his blade, and, having form-
ed your parade, which ought te be done with the greateft precifion and quitknefs that is pof~

fible, fupport your blade from fort to feeble.
OBSERVATION
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OBSERVATION ON THIS PARADE.

S a quick wrift and a light point might eafily deceive this laft counter difengage; that
is to fay, if the adverfary fhould continue his difengages often; and quicker than you
can follow him, in fuch a cafe, to ftop his career, you muft have recourfe to the circle pa-
.rade, which will certainly ftop the progrefs of his point. -
i

OF THE HALF CIRCLE PARADE.

¢ HIS parade, which is the chief defenfive parade of the fword, parries not only all the
thrufts, but alfo obftru&@s all the feints that can be made; and, to execute it well, you
fhould ftraiten your arm, keep your wrift in a line with your fhoulder, your nails upward,
and, by a clofe and quick motion of the wrift, the point thould form a circle from the right
to the left, large enough to be under cover from the head to the knee; in this manner, by
doubling your circle till you have found the adverfary’s blade, your parade will be formed.
AND now, in order to flop this circle parade, notwithftanding its being redoubled with
great
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great vivacity, you may ftop his blade thort, by keeping your wrift the height of your fhoulder,
and lowering your point, as in the quinte parry; and, recovering, bind and gather his. blade
in carte. :

You fhould exercife and pra&tife thefe circle parades, from the counter difengages to ths:
circle, and from the circle to the counter difengage. You may practice this leflon yourfelf,
either with fword or foil : this will ftrengthen and fupple your wrift, and will infenfibly pro-
cure great eafe and readinefs to defend yourfelf upon all occafions.

METHOD OF THRUSTING AND PARRYING TIERCE AND CARTE, CALLED
THRUSTING AT THE WALL.

T is called thrufting at the wall, becaufe the perfon who parries is not to move his body
nor his legs from where he ftands; it is only his wrift which is to perform his parades.
In order to execute this leflon well, I will explain the pofition in which he that parries is
to ftand. _ | .
To parry at the wall, you muft place yourfelf fo that the left fdot may not be able to ftir

further; you muft fingle your fhoulder, hold your head ere&, pull off your hat, and open
: - with,
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with your right arm, fo as to carry your point:to the right, that your adverfary may tske a
proper meafure, or diftance, for his longe ; after which you put on your hat, and carry your
left hand back to the fmall of your back, and giving an opening, either in tierce or carte, you
muft be ready to parry (in this attitude) with quicknefs, all the adverfary’s thrufts.

To thruft againft the wall, you muft place yourfelf ftraight on your legs, as in the firft
‘pofition, or plate; and, coming to your guard, pull off your hat with a pleafant countenance,
and deliver a gentle thruft in carte toward the adverfary, gently touching your button ta his
breaft, to take your diftance ;. you muft then recover to your guard, and put your hat on,
-making, -by way of falute, the two motions of the wrift, in tierce and carte, being the ufual
way.

Tavs, thrufting againft the wall accuftoms the fcholar to thruft with quicknefs, and to
parry fa likewife ; it gives an exaCtnefs and eafe, as well as a knowledge of diftance, and is
more ufeful, as in fencing with various perfons you will meet with people of different make
-and fize.

L]

METHOD
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METHOD HOW TO THRUST AT THE WALL WITH SWIFTNESS

NHERE are three different ways of thrufting. at the wall. * The firft is, by engaging
the fort of the adverfary’s blade, and holding a loofe point, you muft difengage lightly,
and thruft firait at his body, feeking his blade. |
Tue fecond is; by engaging from the point to his blade, with a bent arm, difengage, dnd
thruft firait to the body ; which is called thrufting from point to poeint. -
THE third is, by delivering ftraight thrufts to the infide and to the outfide of the adver-
fary’s body ; in this latter you need neither engage the blade, nor difengage.
- Tue Italian mafters make much ufe of this laft; as it gives great {wiftnefs, and ufes the
wrift to execute firft, and alfo loofes the fhoulder completely. - '

RULES TO BE OBSERVED IN THRUSTING AT THE IWALL.

HEN yoq have taken your dimenfions, or diftance, as before mentioned, you ought
in no way to ftir your left foot, nor the body, make no motions or fcints what=
foever, but thruft according to rule, either infide or outfide, by difengagements, ‘or by thiruft-

ing
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ing to the blade ftraight forward; and if you make any feints it muft be with the mutual
<confent of each other.

EXPLANATION OF WHAT 1S CALLED FEINTS.

FEINT is, to fhew the appearance of a thruft on one fide, and execute it on the other.
In this you fhould lead the adverfary’s wrift {fo much aftray as to obtain an opening
fufficient to throw in the thruft you have premeditated. You muft be very cautious not to
uncover yourfelf in making a feint ; for, inftead of fucceeding in your proje&t, you will give .
the adverfary an opportunity of a wide opening, and induce him to throw in a ftraight thruft :
therefore it is abfolutely neceflary, in making a difengage in order to feint, to oppofe the
fort of your blade, and, with great fubtilty, make the motion of your point near enough to
bis fort, that you may the more eafily hit him.

ALL feints may be executed ftanding ftill, or ih moving; you may make them after an ap-
pel, or attack of the foot, after a beat on the blade, or at the time the adverfary forces your
blade; or at his difengaging. ,

You
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You muft obferve that, when you feint; your wrift is the height of your fhoulder, your .
elbow a little bent, that:your wrift may.be more flexible, and your point lighter.

Ir. you are cngaged in carte, difengage carte over the arm, near the adverfary’s fort, brmg
your. point back. in its carte pofition, thruft ftraight forward, and recoverto-carte, or in thé -
demi-circle. . : :

Ir engaged in carte over the arm, you muft difengage in carte, and thruft carte over the
arm, and recover im tierce,.or in half circle; and if the thruft is parried; you muft treble the
feint, and thruft within the {fword..

Ir. engaged in tierce, you muft mark your feint below the wrift in fecsndc, thruft in tierce,
and. recover to your {word in feconde, or a half-circle. -

I¥. engaged in tierce, you may alfo feint in carte, keeping your point in the adverfary’s face, .
thruft a low carte, .and recover to the fword by a circle. -

To feint on amy difengagement of the adverfary, you muft force or lean on his blade a little, .
to oblige-him to flip, or difengage ; and at that very time you muft, with quicknefs and pre~ -
.cifion, feint.on his motion, and thruft ftrait at him. -

o * : DEFENCE
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DEFENCE OR PARADE JG.«'II'NS‘I"' ALL FEINTS.

: HE fureft defence againft feints, is to get at the adverfary’s blade by a counter difen-

gage, or by acircle; for if you offer to feek the blade by a fimple parade, it will be
impoflible to get at it, fince he can redouble his feints at pleafure; wherefore, by the parades,
you immediately ftop the adverfary’s point, and you oblige him to change his intention and
adea.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE FEINTS, AND AT WHAT TIME THEY ARE GOOD
AND BAD, '

HERE are fencers who, when they feint, make large motions of their body, or their
points, or violent attacks of the foot, in order to precipitate their adverfary’s defence,
thinking to take advantage of the large openings he may on fuch occafions give; all thefe
attempts, which are falfe, cannot fucceed againft any but thofe who are timid, and not ftaunch
in their guards; but, againft a man who is fkilful and cool, and who keeps, his point clofe
in
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in the line to his adverfary, and who feeks his blade with the wrift clofely, actording to the
sules of fencing, whatever motions may be made by feints will prove ineffectual.

THERE are others who make feints by advancing their {word, and when the parry is at-
tempted, drawing and changing the point from its fituation, thruit out: thefe three motions
are contraditions to each other, and are fo flow, that, if the adverfary was to thruft at the
time they draw in, they would infallibly be hit before they had finifhed their feint and intent.

You tfhould, as much as pofiible, make all feints in proper diftance, that you may be enabled
20 accomplith your thruft with {wiftnefs.

You may alfo make the feints out of diftance; but you muft continue them at the time
you advance to get into diftance, and change your idea, if the adverfary thould come to join
your blade. ,

You ought to cover yourfelf well in making thefe motions, for the adverfary might thruft
ftraight forward at the time you advance, or ftop your feint by any other motion. .

You are not always to hope or expet your feints thould be anfwered, for by this you may
«afily be baulked ; but, knowing the adverfary has power to attack, and keeping yousfelf on
your guard, you will be more ready to defend yourfelf. You will alfo be the more fure that

. D ' your
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your feint will beft fuccecd while the adverfary’s wrift is in motion ; at that time feizing the
opportunity to make your feint, he will become apt to fly to the defenfive with more irregu-
-larity; and not only will give openings, but you are fure he cannot attack ; and, confequent-
ly you will be apt to hit him with more eafe, and without rifque.

OF THE MOTIONS MADE ON THE BLADE STANDING STILL, CALLED GLI-

ZADES, AND THE GLIZADE FROM CARTE OVER THE ARM, TO THRUST
CARTE. :

F you are engaged in carte, and arc in diftance, you muft have a flexible arm, your body
fingled, and entircly on the left hip; in this pofition you muft make a beat on the ad-
verfary’s blade, with an intent to ftir his wrift; if he fhould come to the fword, you muft
difengage lightly carte over the arm, with your wrift high, aud your point in a line to his
face ; and, the moment he clofes the blade, difengage in carte, and thruft directly ftraight.
If, after this, he thould not return, but only force your blade, you may reiterate a fecond

thruft, by turning your wrift in txerce, on the blade, wu:hout leaving it, and recover to his
fivord in carte,
T OFR
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OF THE GLIZADE FROM CARTE, TO THRUST CARTE OVER THE ARM.

F you are engaged in tierce, or carte over the arm, you muft difengage in carte, keeping
A your point forward in a line to the adverfary’s body ; at the fame time make an attack
with the foot, and when you find he forces your blade, flip, or difengage quickly in carte
over the arm, and thruft out, and redouble the thruft.in feconde, recovering fwiftly to the
fword in tierce, or in demi-circle.

OF THE GLIZADE FROM TIERCE, TO THRUST THE SECONDE.

F you are engaged on the tierce fide, after beating on the blade, and an appel, you muft
difengage to tierce, with your point advanced to the enemy’s face, and the moment he
feels the blade, parry, either by tierce, or the wrift turned in carte over the arm, you muft
drop your point under his wrift, and thruft feconde, recovering your fvord in tierce, or the
half circle. '

D2 OF



52 - THE SCHOOL OF FENCING.

) 3
&

OF THE GLIZADE FROM CARTE, TO THRUST LOW CARTE,

F you are engaged on the outfide of the fword, you muft endeavour to move the adver-
fary’s wrift from the line, by a beat of your fort on his feeble; and difengaging your
 point in carte, keep it in a line to his face, ftretching your arm, and making an attack of the
foot, flip your point under his elbow, and thruft the low carte; recover immediately your
fword in tierce, and redouble a fecond thruft; after which, recover the fword by a circle.

Avv thefe glizades are made without advance or retreat; may alfo be made in the advance,
if you fthould find your adverfary retreat on your beats, or attacks of the foot. ‘

Ir, after thefe laft motions, the adverfary fhould want to fhun the point by his retreat; in
that cafe you fhould difengage, and quickly advance, and put in execution the before men-~
tioned operations; but always obferve to kecep your fword well before you, and your body
backward, that you may not be furprized at any time.
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THE BINDING AND CROSSING THE BLADE. '

TERY few mafters teach the croffing of the blade ; this operation is the more neceffary,
being net only ufeful to put the adverfary’s blade by from the wrift to the knee, but
will often throw his fword out of his hand. :

Ir he fhould prefent himfelf in diftance, having his arm ftraight and his point ‘alfo, you
thould incline your body entirely on the left fide, and engage his fword in carte, turning
your nails a little more upward than in the ordinary guard, and engage your fort about a
foot from the feebith .direting your point to the left; in this pofition you muft fwiftly turn
your wrift in tierce, holding your fword firm, and paffing your point over his arm, without -
quitting his blade, ftop your fword from fort to point, hglding your hand the height of your
thoulder, and the point as low as his waift ; this crofling Wng made, thruft out at full length
in tierce, and recover your {fword by a circle,

D3 | » ANOTHER
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ANOTHER WAY OR MANNER T0 CROSS THE BLADE IN CARTE.

F the adverfary fhould make a carte thruft, you fhould parry it with the half circle pa-
rade, keeping your body as before, well on the left hip, and as foon as you have parried,
turn, with agility and firmnefs, your wrift in tierce, inclining your point on the left, and
finith by prefling his feeble with the fort of your tierce edge.
Ir thefe croflings of the {word are made with fwiftnefs and precifion, it is almoft impof-
fible not to difarm your adverfary, or at leaft not to put by his blade, fo as to enable you to
throw in a thruft in tierce, as I have before mentioned. &

THE MANNER T0 SHUN THESE CROSSINGS OF THE SWORD.

AS every thruﬁ has its defenc?xt is neceffary I fhould explain them in the cleareft man-
ner; there needs only a due attention, a quick eye, and judgment, to fhun all thrufts.
You muft give way with your point by a difengage to a firait line, at the time the adver-

fary wants to crofs your blade; by this means, as he will find no blade, you will evade it.
It

.
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It ﬁﬁght happen, even that when he finds no blade, and confequently no refiftance to his
blade, he may fling his own {word away, inftead of his adverfary’s, if he fhould not main-
tain his point to the waift, and hold it very faft.

OF THE BEAT ON THE TIERCE THRUST TO FLING DOWN THE SWORD
OF THE ADVERSARY'

F the adverfary fhould make a full thruft in tierce, you muft difengage nimbly in carte,
have your body well on the left hip, and draw in your arm a little more than in the
ordinary guard, with your point high: this done, before he recovers to his guard you muft

make 4 {mart beat with your fort on his feeble ; which will open his ﬁngers and throw down
his {word.

ANOTHER WAY TO BEAT THE SWORD OUT OF THE ADVERSARY’S HAND.

F the adverfary thrufts in tlerce, you muft parry with the prime parade ; when parned
raife your point lightly to the left, and with the carte, or infide edge of the fort of the

blade, beat {martly and ftrong on the feeble of his blade. .,
- OF
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OF THE BEAT ON THE SWORD IN CARTE OVER THE ARM.

F the adverfary prefents himfelf, having his wrift turned in carte, with a ftraight arm, -

and his point in the fame line, you fhould make a clofe feint toward his fort; if that
fhould not move his point, you muft difengage in carte over the arm, with your arm con-
tratted, and your point high, and with the fort of your blade beat {martly on his feeble ;
ftraighten your arm immediately, and thruft firm and ftraight carte over the arm. If his
fword does not drop by this beat, you will at leaft find opening enough to throw in your
- thruft; this done, recover quickly to your guard by the circle parade.

To fhun this beat you muft, the moment you have made your thruft, recover to the ad-.
verfary’s blade by the circle parade; for this beat on the blade is only made ufe of againft
‘thofe who, when they have thruft either in tierce or carte, within or without the blade, do
not recover immediately to their guard; or when they are in guard, keep their arm ftraight,
and the point of their {fword in a diret line with their arm. .

Ir the adverfary fhould attempt to beat when you are firm on your legs, and in guard,
you mutt {lip his beat, and with fubtilty hinder him from touching your blade, ‘and at that

very moment go on with your thruft ftraight forward. oF
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Dody, as if you intended to thruft there ; and as foon as he comes clofe to your blade, difen-
gage lightly, and thruft a full carte over the arm, by fending your wrift firft, with a fuffici-
ent oppofition, as before mentioned in the rules:of fencing : the thruft made, recover to a
guard with your fword before you, and the point to the adverfary’s body.

ANOTHER CUT OVER THE POINT, FROM CARTE TO CARTE OVER THE
ARM, TO THRUST CARTE.

F you are engaged in carte, make a half thruft to the fword, to oblige the adverfary to
come to the parade, and agthat inftant cut over, and feem to thruft carte over the arm,
and without delay difengage your point under his wrift, and thruft carte, maintaining and
oppofing your wrift well; after which, recover to the fword in carte, firmly on your left hip.

ANOTHER
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ANOTHER CUT OVER THE POINT, FROM CARTE TO TIERCE, IN
ORDER TO THRUST SECONDE.

F you are engaged in-carte, make an appel of the foot, cut over'the point from carte to
tierce, turning your wrift to tierce ; and your point being paffed over to the outfide of the
{word, without hefitation drop it under the elbow of the adverfary, and execute a full thruft
in feconde; the thruft made, recover inftantly to a tierce, or half circle parade. .
You may double the cut over, from carte to carte over the arm, and in lieu of delivering
the thruft on the firft, cut over to the outfide : you may cut over again, and thruft carte.
It may alfo be made when engaged on the outfide, by cutting over to the infide, and re-
doubling the cut to the outfide, either carte over the arm, or tierce.
I MAXE very littls ufe of thefe double cuts, becaufe the plain cuts are preferable by their

ﬁyiftnefs, and confequently more difficult to parry; neverthelefs, I think it neceffary that all
fwordfmen fhould know there are fuch thrufts in fencing.

OF
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OF THE DEFINITION OF THE WRIST, AFTER THE THRUST MADPE
IN CARTE.

HIS definition of the wrift is not made ufe of but te thofe who do not return from

the thrufts made at them, either to the mfide or outfide ; to execute this, yow muft en~
gage the adverfary’s fword in tierce, make an appel of the foot, and as foon as he clofes your
blade, difengage lightly near his fort, and thruft in carte; the moment your thruft is made,
feem to secover to a guard, by bringing up your right foot about a foot back, keeping a
ftraight, and yet a flexible arm, and at the very moment he lifts up his right foct to clofe
in, if even he thould force your blade, you muft take the opportunity, and turning your
wrift {wiftly in tierce, thruft in this manner to his blade, forcibly and well maintaining your
wrift ; this is called cavé ; the thruft finithed, you muft secover to the fword in a ftraight
line. ' : ,

OoF
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OF THE DEFINIT’ION OF THE WRIST, IN CARTE OVER THE ARM, AF-
TER THE THRUST IN TIERCE.

F you are engaged within the fword, you muft make an ‘attack of the foot, and a beat on
the blade. If the adverfary comes to the blade, difengage nimbly to an outfide, with
your wrift turned in tierce, and deliver your thruft in tierce ; the thruft made, immediately
recover to your guard about a foot, and the moment he lifts up his foot to advance, you muft
feize that moment, and turning your wrift on his blade, nails upward, thruft carte-over the
arm- the thruft made, you muft recover to the {fword in tierce, or in half circle.

OF THE PASS ON THE SWORD, IN CARTE OVER THE ARM.
PLATE XXX

T you find the adverfary engaged in tierce, with a bent elbow, and a high point, you muft

| recall.him by an attack of the foot, and make a half thruft to his fword ; if, after this
he fhould not anfwer your motion by coming to your {word, then without altering the pofi-
- tion
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tion of your right foot, bring up your left foot, and pafs it before the right, about  two feet
forward, the point of the foot-a little outward, and raife the heel of your right foot a lxttle,
fretch out both knees, and let the weight of the body be on the left leg'; and obferve, that
when you pafs your left leg forward, you turn your wrift in carte over the arm, and with a
ftraight arm thruft firm to the body; the moment you have made your thruft, you muft
recover your guard in tierce, carrying, at the fame time, your left leg, your body and arm te
the firft pofition, and feek his fword with a-circle parade.

OF THE PASS IN TIERCE ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE SWORD.

F the adverfary is engaged in carte, you make a ftrong beat with your fort on his bladé,

and if, after you have put by his blade, he comes to a forced parry, difengage fubtilly -
to lvis outfide, with your wrift raifed in tierce, and the pomt plunged to his body; and at
the very time of your difengaging, bring up your left foot before the right about two feet,
keeping the knees ftraight, and the body refting on the left leg ; the thruft made, recover to -
the {word in tierce, throwing your body well back in a ftraight lme with that of - the adver--

fary, and fupporting it on your. left fide..
OF
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©OF THE PASS IN CARTE, AFTER THE FEINT IN CARTE OVER THE ARM.

F you are engaged in carte, you muft make an attack with the foot, and difengage nicely;
holding your wrift in carte over the arm, make a half thruft, by advancing your right
foot about fix inches, your wrift well raifed, and the point of your fword firm in a line with
your adverfary’s face ; and at the time he comes to join your blade to parry, you muft fur-
prize him by difengaging artfully in carte, and make the pafs of the left leg forward, op-
pofing your {word to his, and keeping your wrift high, and your peint in a line to his; this

" done, recover, and feek his blade with a circle parade.

OF THE PASS IN CARTE OVER THE ARM, AFTER THE FEINT IN CARTE.

F the adverfary is engaged on the outfide of the fword, you muft make a half* thruft on
the blade with an appel of the foot, and at the time that you feel him join and force
your blade, feint on the infide of the fivord, fubtilly difengage oa the outfide, making your
: pafs
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pafs with the left leg, and thruft carte over the arm, according’ te the rules of this pafs be.
fore-mentioned.

You fhould obferve, that all the paffes made on the outfide of the fword, are parried with

a high wrift in tierce; and thofe on the infide are parried by the prime, or a high wrift in
carte, the wrift being always in a line with the face.

AN EVASION, OR SUBTERFUGE, BY THE REMOVAL OF ‘THE LEFT LEG

BACKWARD, AT THE TIME THE ARVERSARY MAKES HIS PASS ON THE
QUTSIDE OF THE SWORD,

PLATE XXXI.

OU muft give opening fufficient on the outfide to encourage your adverfary to make a

pafs, either in tierce or carte over the arm; and you muft not ftir or move by any at.

tacks of the foot, or half thrufts, which he may make, but ftill leave an opening to the out-
fide, to determine him to execute his thruft, and at the time he makes his pafs with the
.left foot, drop your point in feconde, with the wrift in- tierce, without feeking his blade,
and carry back your left foot, to its full extent of a ftraight knee ; nor flir the right foot, but
E keep
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keep the right knee bent as on a thruft, having your body a little lower than in the feconde
thruft, your right arm very ftraight, the wrift up, and oppofed to the face, the leftarm
falling perpendicularly between the two thighs, the palm of the hand open, facing the
ground, for fear of a {lip of th¢ left foot backward, (which would make you lofe your
centrical pofition,) and to enable you to keep up the body, by the afiiftance of the hand,
in fuch acafe. This operation being performed, you muft recover to a garde, and feck the
blade by a circle.

OF THE SEIZING OF THE SWORD AFTER THE PASS ON THE OUTSIDE
OF THE SWORD.

FTER having made the pafs, either in tierce or carte over the arm, if the adverfary
parries the thruft, and refifts to the blade, you muft with agility and fubtlenefs, feize

the guard of his fword with your left hand, that inftant paffing your right foot before your
Yeft, with your heels in a line, bending the knee a little, and ftraightening the left knee; by
this pofition you will be able to oppofe his defence ; if he fhould take hold of your blade with

his
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his left hand, you fhould immediately draw in your right, and prcfent your point to his belly,
holding faft the fhell of his fword, to oblige him to give it up.

OF THE COUNTER DISENGAGE ON THE INSIDE OF THE SWORD,
STANDING STILL.

F you are engaged within the fword, you fhould bear a little on the adverfary’s blade, to

induce him to difengage, and at the time of his difengaging, either in tierce.or in carte,
to join your blade, you muft feize that moment to time his motion by a counter difengage,
before he touches your blade, and thruft a well oppofed thruft in carte; the thruft made, re-
cover immediately to the fword in carte.

OF ‘I'HE COUNTER DISENG,/IGE ON THE. OUTSIDE OF THE SWGRD
STANDING STILL.
OU muft engage the adverfary on the outfide, with the wrift turn’d carte ever the arm,
the wrift and point being in a line with the fhoulder, the arm flexible, ‘and you muft
bear on his blade to determine him to difengage s and at the time he difengages to join your
E 2 ' blade
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hlade on the outfide, difengage fubtilly with him before he joins your blade, and thruft a fuft
carte over the arm, oppofing your wrift and fword aceording to the rules explained ; the thruf
being made, recover quickly to the {word, and redouble a thruft in feconde,

OF THE COUNTER TO THE COUNTER DISENGAGE, STANDING STILL.

F the adverfary fhould offer to parry with a counter difengage the thrufts abovementioned,

you fhould, without feeking his blade, double your difengage with fpirit, and fhunning
his blade, thruft with a ftraight point at his body, and recover to the fword by the circle
parade. .

OF THE COUNTER DISEGAGE ON THE TIME, AND OF 7"'HE COUNTER
T0 THE COUNTER, WHEN THE ADVERSARY ADVANCES.

O U muft get out of diftanee about a foot, without leaving.the adverfary’s fword ; and

at thetime he advances, {cize the opportunity, without feeking his blade, difengage,

and thruft ftraight at him; if he fhould parry with a ceunter difengage, you-fhould rcdouble
' the
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e difengage without feeking his blade, and thruft out fully at him, having your body firm,
and an oppofite wrift, according to the rules mentioned before: the thruft being made, re-:
cover to a guard by a circle. | . S

\

1

OF A4 STRAIT TIME THRUST, UPON ANY LOW FEINT.

F you are in diftance with your wrift turned in carte to the height of the fhoulder, the
point a little lower than the wrift, and firm on your legs, you ought not by any means

to be flurried, or ftir, by any motion of the adverfary, either by appels or half thrufts; but
be watchful to take advantage of any opening he may give at the time he lowers his wrift and
point, and makes low feints; at that inftant, without feeking his blade, thruft ftraight for-
~ ward i1n carte, with a well oppofed wrift, according to-the rules: the thruft made, recover,
and feek the blade by a circle. ‘ '
You execute this fame time thruft alfo after having retired about a foot, by obferving, the
m~ment the adverfary lifts up the foot to come in diftance, to leave his blade, and, if in the
leaft his wrift thould be low, and you fee opening enough, thruft ftraight at him, without
feeking his blade, or hefitating in the leaft.
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. IF he fhould uncover the lower parts of the body at the time he comes in diftance, yoy
muft time him, and thruft a low carte with a well oppofed and maintained wrift, and re-
cover to the fword in tierce. ‘

Ir you are engaged on the outfide of the fword, with the wrift in tierce, you fhould re-
tire about a foot, and at the time the adverfary advances, giving the leaft opening, you may
thruft carte over the arm; if he thould bear, and force your blade in the advance, you thould
difengage, and ftop him by a carte within the blade.

NorHinG is more difficult than to thruft with exaltnefs and precifion ; the abovementioned
time thruft cannot be performed well but by thofe who have acquired, by practice and ex-
perience, thefe quick requifites of the eye and wrift to execute with.

To thun the confequences which might arife from thefe time thrufts; you thould be very
attentive to hold your fword well before you, nor give any openings by the feints you make,,
nor bear too much on the enemy’s fword in the attacks, either ftanding fhill or marching;
and be always ready with a counter difengage, clofe and quick, or a circle; and never forna
an idea of giving a thruft, without that of recovering quickly to a guard.

THE
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THE HALF ROUND, OR BOUNDING TURN OF THE BODY, CALLED
DEMI-VOL‘I'E.

PLATE XXXIL

HEN you are in diftance, you muft engage the fword in tierce, havmg the arm
flexible, your body well on the left hip, -and give your adverfary opening fufficient
on your outfide to engage him to thruft ; and at the time he forces your blade, either in tierce
or carte over the arm, you muft {ubtilly difengage your point under the mounting of his
fword, with your wrift as in carte, well oppofed, and dire&t your point to his right breaft ;
at the fame time carry your left foot near the right, “that the point of your left foot be about
two inches behind the right heel, the two feet forming an angle: to complete this pofition,
you ought to keep your knees ftraight, your head ere& and in a line with the right thoulder,
and the left thoulder well turned out, with a ftretched out arm, as in the carte thruft.
It is impoffible to complete this volte, or turn of the body, with that vivacity and ex-
adtnefs it requires, without turning the point of the right foot inward, and lifting it up from
E 4 the
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el your leg and thigh, as on a pully, that the
it line with that of the antagonift, in order to
-ecover with your left foot back, and come to
. the circle parade.

: time the adverfary advances and forces your
nfifts in taking the juft time.

{VING PARRIED THIS BOUNDING
DEMI-VOLTE.

. the outfide, to engage him to thruft within;
you thould parry the thruft, with the fort on
nconade, with the oppofition of the left hand,
vord 1n carte.

THE
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THE WHOLE ROUND OR TURN CALLED THE VOLTE, AT THE TIME THE
ADVERSARY DISENGAGES TQ THRUST IN CARTE,

T the time the adverfary difengages within, and thrufts carte, you muft raife the wrift
to the height of your face, with your nails upward, and with {fwiftnefs and agility
perform this turn of the body called volte ; fixing your point to his right breaft, ftraighten
your legs at the time you pafs with the left foot behind the right, which diftance thould be
about a foot; your left thoulder fhould be turned outward, to form a complete fide front or
profile, to your adverfary, your head in a line with your fhoulder and arm, to enable you to
“dire& your point forward in that line. The thruft being made, recover your guard with your
wrift in tierce, and beat {fmartly, with the fort of your tierce edge, on the feeble of his {fword,
raifing your wrift and lowering your point.

OF
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'E PASS MADE IN TIERCE,
AR M.

fide of the fword, you muft pafs
‘te to the height of the face, pafs
fix your point to his right breaft,
fe foot, be careful that your left
f turned to the adverfary, holding
er to-carry the point dire&ly for-
circle, and keep your body very

or
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OF 4 DISARM, AFTER HAVING PARRIED THE CARTE THRUST-
PLATE XXXIV. '

F the adverfary is irregular and carelefs when he thrufts a carte, you fhould parry him

with the carte parade, by a dry, finart beat with your fort, at the fame time advancing
your right foot about a foot, and ftraightening your left leg, you muft feize the fhell of his
fivord, with your left hand, and holding it faft, prefent your point to his body under his
arm; if he thould msk- any refiltance, and not furrender his fword, you thould immediately
bring up vour left leg to the right, and with the fort of your {fword bear ftrong on his blade,
‘which will oblige him to open his fingers, and drawing in your arm, ftill holding his fword
faft, you will become mafter thereof: the difarm being.made, carry your left foot two feet
back, with a firaight knee, and prefent the the two points at him, as you fee in plate 35th.
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IN TIERCE, OR CARTE QVER THE
R M.

E XXXVL

or carte over the arm, and abandons his body .

by a dry fmart beat with the edge of your fort,
ear his wrift upwards, at the fame time paffing
thould refift, or bring up his left foot to clofe in
Iding faft his fword, you fhould throw his arm

t forward about two feet, bending your right

1t the point of your fword to his face, raifing
as you may obferve in plate 37th.

OF
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OF THE DISARM ON THE CARTE OR SECONDE THRUST, AFTER HAVING
PARRIED WITH THE PRIME PARADE.

PLATE XXXVIII.

F you are engaged in tierce, make an attack of the foot, and force the enemy’s blade on

the outfide, to excite him to thruft; and at the time he thrufts either carte or feconde,
parry quickly with the prime; and inftead of traverfing the line to the right, as I have be-
fore mentioned in the articles of the parades, you muft advance about half a foot, and with
fwiftnefs pafs your right arm over the fort of his blade; by this means, by drawing in your
bodv and your left arm, he will be forced to quit his fword: as foon as the difarm is made,
prefent your point, and pafs {wiftly back, with your right foot at a foot diftant from the left,

as you will fee in plate 3gth.

0r
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©OF THE DISARM AFTER THE PARADE ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE SWORD.

PLATE XL.

F you are engaged on the outfide, either in tierce or carte over the arm, you muft make
an appel of the foot, and force or bear a little on his blade, to excite him to thruft a carte
swithin the fword.

AT the time he difengages and thrufts out, you muft couuter-dd’engage and parry, forcing
his blade upward with the fort of yours: you are to pafs your left foot before the right, about
the diftance of a foot, and with livelinefs and refolution, with your left hand, feize the fhell
of his {word ; and as in defending himfelf he might bring up his left leg, and throw himfelf
forward on the blade; to hinder his feizing it, you fhould inftantly throw your right fhoul-
der and arm back, and carry your right foot behind the left absut a foot, and turning the
point of your left foot facing his knee, and -paffing your fword behind your back, leaning
wour wrilt againft your loins, prefent the point of your {word to his belly.

Yov
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You muft always obferve that, in all difarms, you are never to feize the adverfary’s arm,
nor his blade, with your left hand; for in feizing his arm he may again recover his {word,
by fhifting or throwing it from the right to the left, and having caught hold of it by the
gripe, or by the fort of his blade, he may with a drawn in arm ftab you; and was you to
feize his blade, he might alfo draw in his arm,.and draw it through your hand in a fatal

*manner. In my opinion, all thofe difarms which I have explained, are more brilliant and
fine in a fencing-fchool, with a foil in hand, when very well executed, with the utmoft pre-
cifion and judgement, than they are ufeful fword in hand ; neverthelefs, they may be made
ufe of againft thofe who abandon their bodies aftcr they thruft, and who do not recover with
that quicknefs and care which is neceffary. Sword in hand, I prefer the bindings and crofl~
ings of the blade, or the fmart dry beat with the fort on the feeble of the adverfary; by all
thefe you run no rilque; for if you don’t beat the fword out of the hand, you will always
get opening thereby to throw in a thruft if you defign it.

OBSERVATION g
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OBSERVATIONS ON LEFT HANDED FENCERS.
IT often happens that the right handed fencer is much embarraffed in defending himfelf
againft a left handed one, occafioned by the conftant habit of fencing always with right
handed fencers, which gives the left handed fencer a confiderable advantage. You feldom
have occafion to fence with a left handed man, becaufe the number of thefe is but {fmall;
and for the fame seafon, when two left hands meet, they are equally at a lofs with one
another.

T'o obviate this inconveniency, I am of opinion, that a‘fencing mafter thould accuftom his
fcholars to fence with both hands; (that is to fay) that when the pupil has learnt to handle
his foil well with the right hand, he thould be excrcifed with the left hand. This}pra&ice
will be found hard to every body, but with a good will, and by taking pains, you may attain
to a degree of perfeCtion which will be advantageous to yourfelf, and will do honour to him
that teaches. ,

THEe mafter thould not only ufe his fcholars to take leflons with both hands, but fhould
likewife ufe them to fence loofe, called affaulting; this method would enable them to defend

themfelves
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themfelves with both hands, and they would never be at a lofs againft an adverfary who
might prefent himfelf to them in a different pofition than their own.

WHEN a right handed and a left handed fencer are together, they ought to be attentive,
‘both of them, to keep the outfide of the fword; this fide being the weakeft, they have both
of them the facility of beating, or making a glizade or prefs on the outfide of the blade.

Ir the beat is given properly, it is almoft impoffible that the fword doth not drop out of
the hand, ‘except the adverfary takes the precife time of the beat, either by difengaging, or
by turning his wrift in tierce. '

You muft obferve alfo, that the right handed fencer ought to thruft carte inftead of tierce,
to the left handed one, and tierce inftead of carte; that is to fay, that he ought to thruft all
the outward thrufts within, and the inner thrufts without,

THE fame rules alfo are for the left hand to the right handed fencer; by this means the
hand will always be oppofed to the fword, and the body and face will always be covered.

F : OBSERVATION
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OBSERVATION ON THE GERMAN GUARD QF THE SMALL SWORD: -

N the pofition of the German guard the wrift is commonly turned in tierce, the wrift and:

arm in a line with the fhoulder, the point at the adverfary’s waift, the right hip ex=-
tremely reverfed from the line, the body forward, the nght knee bent, and the left exceed-
ingly ftraight. 'The Germans feck the fword always in prime or feconde, "and often.thruft in.
that pofition with a drawn in arm. 'They keep their left hand to the breaft, with an intent.
to parry with it; and the moment they draw.their fword they endeavour to beat fiereely:
with the edge of their fword on theu: antagomﬁ’s blade,. with an intent to.difarm them if i&
be poffible.

THE DEFENCE A'G/IINS‘T THE GERMAN GUARD‘

N order to vanqulfh this guard, yeu muft prefent yourfelf out of diftance, and brifkly at-
tack with a beat of the foot, and make a half thruft on the infide, towards the face of the

adverfary, to obhge him to raife his wrift; m that time difengage oves the fort of his {fword,
and

.
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and thruft a fecond thruft at full length, You may alfo put yourfelf in guard in the feconde
pofition, keeping your point dire&tly in a line to his arm-pit, and feint from an outfide to-an
infide over his blade, and at that time make an appel of the foot, to oblige him more eagerly
to come to the fword ; then feizge the cxa time to make a difengage over his blade, and thruft
a feconde or a. quinte thruft. If he parries this thruf’c you ought to mple your difengages,
and hit him in prime or carte over the arm.

IF you are difpofed to wait the attack of the adver(ary, vou muft put yourfelf in guard
with a high tierce, and your point fixed at the adverfary’s right fhoulder, and not move or
flutter by any motions he can make; except he is {ufficiently out of diftance to make a ftraight
time thruft. “If he thould keep ftaunch on his guard, you fhould give him opening fufficient
on the infide to encourage him to thruft in there; and if he does, you fhould parry with
prime or half circle,. traverfing the line on the right, and returning the thruft with fpjrit,
keeping your wrift in the fame fituation of the thruft which you parried’: if he doth not at~
tack, or is not moved at any attacks made on him, you muft place yourfelf in pofition of a
high tierce, as I have before explained, turning with fubtilty your wrift from tierce in carte,
flipping your point over the fort of his blade, which will form a demi-circle, beat ﬁrcngl{
: " F a2  with
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with the fort of your infide edge on his blade, and immediately thruft a full ftretched out
carte ; by this means it will not be very difficult to throw his fword out of his.hand. .

Ir he thould: parry with the left hand, obferve never to thruft within the fword till 'you
have made a half thruft, well maintained with-the wrifty to-baulk his left handed.parade..

EXPLANATION GF THE ITALRIAN GUARD:

HE Italian guard’is commonly.very low; they bend equally both knees, carry the body -

between both legs ; they Keep the wrift and’point of the {word low, and have a con.-
tracted arm ; they keep the left hand’at the breaft,. to parry with 1t, and ‘Qtraightway return.
the thruft.

Tuoveh this guard is natural to them, yet they vary every moment, to perpléx their ad<
verfaries, in keeping a hlgh wriff, and point to the lioe of the thouldér; keepmg a highe
wriflt and a very low point, and’ maKing large gefticulations of the body, and turming round
their antagonift, fometimes te the right, and fometimes to the lert, or by am'immediate ad-
vance of the left foot to the right; and they thruit fraight thrufts at random, ormake pafles
and voltes: they have much dependence on their agility, and the parade of the feft hand's

: for
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for that reafon, when two Italians fight together they often are both hit together, which is
called a counter thruft: this happens feldom with two good fwordfmen, becaufe they knew
how to find the blade by a counter difengage, or by the circle, and becaufe they have a
quick return, .

AND yet, neverthelefs, I am perfuaded that the above Jtalian method would puzzle a good
{word{man, if he did not take the neceflary precautions which I am going to explain in the
mext chapter.

THE DEFENCE NGAINST THEB ITALIAN GUARD.

T N order to defend yourfelf ageinft this Italian method, you ought to be very cool, and
put yourfelf in a pofition quite covered, and never flir at any of thefe different motions.
You fhould attack frequently, make half thrufts out of diftance, to entice him to clofe in,
and at the time he lifts up his foot to come in diftance, execute your thruft, without ftirring
your wrift or your fword from the line of his body ; that if in cafe he had intended this ad-

vance as a thruft, you may be thereby enabled to parry, and return the thruft immediately.
: F 3 You’
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You fhould never redouble with fuch people, for fear of a counter thruft and the parade of
the left hand, which would occafion a return; and you fhould at all imes, after the deli«

very of -a thruft, whether you hit or not, recover immediately to a guard with the cn‘clc
parade.

Ir the Italian fhould ftand béfore you with his arm and his point in a dire&t lme, you thould
make ufe «of the binding of the blade, or of the beats, and thruft ftraight and firm at him,
You fhould never be fond to thruft to the great openings he may give, for fear of a time thruft,
but make a half thruft, and if he fhould thruft at that time, you muft parry, and clofe in
about fix inches, and with {pirit and refolution return the thruft.

To baulk the parade of the left hand, you muft execute a half thruft, and finith it the mo-
ament.the motion of the left hand is made, in order to parry therewith.

N. B. ThHis is only good to put in praftice againft thofe who are not fond of retutmng a
thruft.

You thould alfo never be fond of thrufhug to the adverfary’s infide when he gives a large

uopenmg, but you may feint on the mﬁde, and. thruft on the outﬁde, or the lower part o'f
.the body, }i.-
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- Ir he fhould bring up his left foot to his right, you ought to make a beat on his blade, or
deliver a half thruft; and if by this he moves not, you fhould fwiftly get out of diftance, by
carrying your right foot up to your left, parrying at the fTame time with the circle parade, or
wait till he thrufts, which if he does, you muft feek his blade by a counter difengage, and,
cither feize his fword, or return a thruft the moment he makes his retreat.

OF THE ‘IT}ILIJN GUARDS WITH THE SWORD AND DJGGER;

PLATE XLIL

HIS exercife of fword and dagger is only made ufe of in Italy. When the fchola#
has learnt to handle his fword well he is afterwards inftruéted how to ufe the fword
and dagger: the Italians feldom go out at night without thefe two weapons. The right
handed man carries his dagger by the fide of his right thigh, and the left handed man by
his left: they draw this weapon the moment they have fword in hand. Naples is the c:ty

where theﬁ: are moft commonly ufed, and with moft dexterity.
Fg THE
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THE dagger is never made ufe of in Paris, but at the public reception of a fencing mafter:
when an uther has finithed his apprenticethip under an able mafter, and is prefented to the
public to be received as a mafter, he is obliged to fence with feveral mafters. After having
performed with the foil alone, he is to fence with fword and dagger. The recegtion of a
fencing mafter hath fomething pleafing in it, and gives the more emulation to youth to be:
inftru@ed in that art, fince po man can be received among the mafters unlefs he hath ferved
a regular fix years apprenticethip under one mafter (a cuftom only made ufe of in Paris).
This public exercife, or trial, which is as the touchftone of the art of the fword, called fen-
cing, produces an effe@ the more advantageous, as it tends to the perfefting of that art.

I suouLp be ungrateful if I was filent on the fuperior talents of the French fencing maf-
sers ; and, according to the knowledge which I have acquired, I believe them to be the beft
an the world, both for their graceful attitudes and profoundnefs of knowledge.

Tuoves there is no ufe made of the fword and dagger in this country, I thought it necef-
£a-v to give 2n explanation thereof, that gentlemen may know how to defend themfelves if
t_oy Zould travel in couatries where they are ufed, and not be embarraffed when they fee

s, points at once before them,

AN

1 sEALL
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. T sHALL therefore give two different guards, which are the moft made ufe of in this exer-
<ife; and will afterwards explain the manner in which a fingle fword is to defend itfelf
againft the fword and dagger. . )

You mufl place yourfelf inr guard, with the dagger and arm ftretched out, and at fome di-

ftance from the hilt of your fword, to execute and form the parades as clofe as poffible;,
which is very difficult with a firaight arm. You muft obferve that, in covering one fide,
you do not uncover ancther. In this guard there is uo fingling the body, for the left fhoul-
der projes more than the right ; and though the right arm covers the outfide of the fword,,
it ought to be contratted.

., WHEN in this pofition you can form your parades well, you will put yourfelf in guard,.
your fword arm ftraight but not ftiff, and your left drawn in, having the point of your
dagger near the right elbow.

THE principal point is not to ﬂutter, or ftir at any ‘motion made by the adverfary; if he.
feeks your fword with his, you muft flip him, unlefs you find yourfelf firm enough to oppofe
him therewith, clofing in about fix inches, and without quitting his {fword, ftrive to get his.
feeble on the fort of your dagger, and quitting his fword, it will be eafy to deceive his dag--

g<5s



g THE SCHOOL OF FENCING.

.ger, and hit him. In this operation, you muft not quit his blade with your dagger, and the

longer his fword is, the greater will be your advantage, and alfo on any parade made with

the dagger, you ought not to quit the blade, if you have a mind to return the thruft.

¢ ‘THE Italians frequently parry with the dagger, therefore it is evident, that he who can

parry with two blades has a great advantage, provided it be done without hurry, and with
judgment, for otherwife he would ounly leave himfelf continually open.

You fhould baulk your adverfary at the time he makes an attack, or half thrufts, by not
ftirring your fword, but make fome wide motions with the dagger, to engage him to thruft,
4nd as foon as he delivers his thruft, parry with your dagger; clofe at the fame time in with
him, make a feint with your fword toward his face, and thruft at the body, as you fee in
plate 42. :

THE Italians defend all the infide, and the lower part of the body, with the dagger, and as .
they depend entirely on this parade, they lower the outfide with the point of their fwords.

or
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OF THE SINGLE SWORD, AGAINST THE SWORD AND DAGGER.

S all the thrufts which the fingle fword makes on the infide, againft the {fword and
dagger, may eafily be parried, the return of the adverfary’s point would infallibly hit,
thercfore you fhould a& with great judgment and attention. /
~ You mutft come to a garde, with your wrift turned between tierce and carte, and a httle
* Jower than the ordinary garde, fixing the point to the adverfary’s right fhoulder, you muft
not engage his fword, but make frequent beats on his outfide, and attacks with the foot, al-
ways dire€ing your point to his face, to oblige him to raife his wrift, which time you muft
feize with precifion, and with fwiftnefs and vivacity, deliver your thruft in feconde, and re-
turn as quick to the prime parry or circle.
Ir he thould be in guard with the point in a line with his fhoulder, you fhould feint on
‘his infide, and return with a beat on the outfide, from your fort on his feeble, and deliver-a
hruft carte over the arm.
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Tr he fhould hold his point lower than his wrift, you fhould place yourfelf fo Jikewife on
‘his infide, and making a half thruft on the infide, immediately bind his blade fmartly, and
‘thruft a flanconade. You may alfo after the balf thruft, crofs bind his fword, and make your
‘thruft in tierce ; I would not advife any body to thruft on the infide, becaufe the dagger will
sbe very apt to parry, and thereby you would be liable to the return of the fword, but when
the adverfary is not ftaunch in his parades, and flutters, feeking to parry with his fword the
-attack you make on him, in fuch a cafe, after having made a half thruft on the infide, and
-on the outfide of the dagger, you may deliver a low thruft in carte ; the thruft made, recover
2o a guard in tierce, or an half circle.

OF THE SPANISH GUARD MARKED A, ATTACKED BY THE FRENCH
GUARD.

PLATE XLIL

¢ (HE ‘Spaniards have in fencing a different method to all other nations; they are fond
often to give a cut on the head, and immediately after deliver a thruft between the cyes

-and the throat. Their guard is almoft firaight, their longe very fmall ; when they come in
' diftance
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. diftance they bend the right knee and ftraighten the left, and carry the body forward ; when:
they retire,. they bend the left knee and ftraighten the right, they throw the body back well, .
in a:ftreight line with.that of the antagonift,. and parry with the. left-hand, or flip-the right.
foot bchind the left.

Tueir {words are near five feet Yong from hilt to point, and cut with both edges; the:

" fhell is.very large, and behind it is crofled with.a.fmall bar, which comes out about two

inches on each. fide ;. they. make ufe of this to wrench the fwordsout:of thre adverfary’s hand,
by binding or croffing his blade with it, efpecially when they. fight againft a leng fword;:
but it would be very. difficult for them toexeoute this againft-a fhort fwerd.. Their ordinary
uard is with their wrift.in tierce, and the point in.a line with the face.. They make appels
or attacks of:.the foot, and alfo half thrufts to.the face, keep their.bodies back, and form-

a.circle with the point of their fwords to the left, and ftraightening their.arm, they advance.:
their body. to give the blow on the head, and recover- inftantly to their guard, quite ftraight,.

with their point in a.dire& line to. their. adverfary’s face..

or
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OF THE SPANISH GUARD DEFEATE D, AFTER THE ATTEMPT OF THE _
CUT ON THE HEAD.

PLATE XLIV.

Y F you make ufe of a fword of common length, and if you can but ftand the firft at-
tack, you will €afily defend yourfelf againft a Spaniard, and will be very little emm
barraffed by his play or method.

You ought to put yourfelf in guard out of diftance, with your wrift turned in tierce,
holding it a little higher than in the ordinary guard, with great coolnefs, nor anfwer any
motion he may make or attempt. If he fhould attempt the cut on the head, you fhould
parry it with a high tierce, ftill raifing your wrift and bending your body, and clofe in
about a foot or more ; after which brifkly return a full firetched out thruft in feconde, with
your point lower than common in that thruft, that-he may not be able to pasry it with his lefs
fiand. ‘The thruft being made, recover inftantly to a tierce, and traverfing the line to the

right, with a forcibly oppofed wrift feek his fword again ; at the fame time bring up your
right
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zight foot to your left, to throw off his point : fo will you be enabled:to get ground to ad-
vantage with the left foot. 1f the adverfary makes a thruft to the face or body, you muft
parry it by difengaging from tierce to carte, keeping your wrift in a line with the fhoulder,
" and at the fame time clofe in a full foot, to get within his blade as .much as poffible, and to
be able to return. a thruft in carte. If he wants to parry with his left hand, you muft feint
on it, making at the fame time an appel of the foot, to baulk his left handed parade, and
finith your thruft according to the forementioned rules;. recover quickly your fword, with
your point to his face, and redouble a low carte.. This done, recover to a guard, carrying.

your right foot behind your left.
"~ THOUGH it feems eafy for the thort fword to difarm-the long fword after you have the ad-
vantage of getting within his blade, I would neverthelefs advife nobody to attempt it, for
fear you fhould not be able to reach the fthell of kis fword, or for fear of having your fin-
gers cut by the edges of it. ' ' .

I aLso would not advife any body to crofs or bind, or to beat on their blades, becaufe the
Spaniards, wl:en they draw their fwords, pafs. the two firft fingers through two fmall rings
which are near the thell, and with. the two others and the thumb they have a faft hold of

' their:

FERT
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none of thefe laft mentioned operations would be

CALLED SWORD AND CLOAKX, BY THE
IND LANTHORN.

ATE XLV.
ancient cuftom made ufe of in Italy, has never been
1as the fword and dagger in various places of that
nfive : it is offenfive, becaufe thofe that are very ex-
wer to be hustful to thewr adverfary. There are
aly cover the whole fight of the-enemy, but his
in is not expert in it, he may cover his own fight,
:fore be a prey to the adverfary. It is defenfive, be-
be made to the head or body, if given within the
under the hilt, (hould be parried with the fivord,
and
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and the fword fhould be feconded or aﬁiﬁcd by the cloak, that the fword may return the cut
and thruft.
‘To make the proper ufe of the cloak, you fhould wrap your left arm round with part of
it, and let drop or hang down the other part, but take care it hangs no lower than the knee;
" and obferve, if you were obliged, after a long defence, to drop the arm a little, to reft it, not
to drop the cloak to the ground, or before your feet, for fear of- treading on it, and thereby
getting a fall.

Ir you find yourfelf fatigued with the left arm, you may reft it by droppirg it along your
fide, keeping the cloak at a little diftance from your thigh, and making a pafs backward ; foon -
after recover to a guard. If you fhould not have room to retire, you may lean yourleft hand- .
on your hip, and keep your {word in a continual circle parade.

IT is very eafy to a perfon who underftands the fword and dagger to make ufe of the cloak,
becaufe this defence requires a quick and exa& fight. In cafe of need, one might defend
one’s felf againft a {word with a cane and cloak ; for after havmg parried a thruft of the fward
with a cane, one thould clofe in at the fame time, without quitting his blade, and cover his

G , . head
, - , .
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head with the cloak. ‘T'o perform this operation well, one ought to be well ﬂnlled m fencing,
very cool and refolute.

ONE ought alfo well to underftand dlﬁance to ufe the cloak ; and to execute a defign well,
one ought to give an opening to the adverfary, to engage him to thruft, and immediately,
without in the leaft feeking his blade with the fword, throw the body backward, and fling
the hanging part of the cloak againft his fword ; and traverfing from the ﬁr‘ught line, return
a full thruft with your wrift in carte.

EXPLANJTION OF THE. GUARD CALLED SIVORD AND DARK
: - LANTHORN.

HOUGH there are fevere punifhments .infliGted  on thofe who are found {word in hand'

with a dark lanthorn, yet there are fome to be met with from time to time ; there-

fore 1 think it neceffary to thew the manner of defence againftit. Thofe whe ufe the dark
lanthorn commonly hide it under their clothes or cloak ; and when they attack any body
they open it before they draw their fword, and prefent it before them either above their head,

or behind them, by turning the hand behind their back ; and change the pofition thereof

' L]

-
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as the adverfary changes his pofition. If they hold their lanthorn before them, and one
is provided with a good iword, one ought to cover the infide well with the cloak, and give a
{mart beat on the infide of: their blade, and redouble it with a back handed blow in tierce on
the wrift which holds the lanthorn : this blow ought to come from the right to the left,
and it ought to be exccuted from the half arm only to the wrift, that the whole arm
go not aftray too much by it, and that one may be able to return a thruft with the wrift in
the fame fituation, covering the infide of the body with the cloak.
Ir he fhould prefent the lanthorn over his head, you fhould traverfe to the right, and get
the advantage of the outfide of his {word, making half thrufts to the face. If he raifes his
point you thould clofe in diftance, holding both hands high, and keeping the blade over the
left wrift and cloak, and make a pafs with the left foot without leaving his fword, and
affifting with the cloak, draw in the right arm a little, to difentangle 'your point, and in the
pofition your wrift finds itfelf fituated at that time, thruft w1th fpirit and agility dire&tly at
the adverfary.
-Ir he prefents the lanthorn by the fide;” with his arm turned behind him, you muft tra-
verfe the line to the infide, holding your hand and cloak. in the line with your right breaf?,
G2 turning
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turning your right hand in tierce, the point of your fword diretly to his belly ; and the
moment he delivers his thruft, inftead of parrying it with your fword, ftretch out your left
arm and cover his blade with your cloak, at the fame time thrufting at the body, as you fee
in plate 46th.

Ir the adverfary fhould be garnifhed (that is, ﬁuﬂ'cd with fomethmg within his clothes,
to prevent a thruft going through to-the body) which you will find out by the thruft being
planted at his body without effet ; in fuch a cafe, you mulft thruft at the throat or at the
face, or at the lower part of the waift ; for it is fuppofed that the man who will make ufe

of fo unlawful means as a dark lanthorn in any particular combats, will net feruple to ufe the
means of garnifh, as before mentioned.

OBSBERVATION ON THE USE OF THE BROAD SWORD.

HE broad fword has four principal cuts in its play ; which are, at the head, at the
wrift, at the belly, and at the ham ftrings. Some make their cuts from a motion of

the fhoulder, the elbow or the wrift; thofe keepa ftraight arm, and prefent the point of their
fwords continually to their adverfary.

Taz
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THE firft manner of cutting, from the thoulder, is done by raifing the arm, and making a
- large circle with the fword, to gather ftrength to give the blow. This way of executing,
“which is the worft of all becaufe it is the floweft, gives a great advantage to him that points ;
for if he is attentive to clofe in at the time the broad fword raifss his arm, he may give him
a time thruft, or by flipping the broad fword, and at the fame time clofing in and fingling his
body, he may furnifh a timely thruft. It is plain, that if the broad fword finds no appuy,
or reft, cither on the body or fword of him that points, that the blow given in vain will quite
throw his blade behind him ; or if he ‘cuts downward, it will come to the ground, and may
break his {word ; but if either of thefe chances fhould not happen, his motions are fo coarfe
and flow, that it is impoffible for the point, with the leaft attention, not to find an oppor-
tunity of throwing in a thruft.
THE fecond way of cutting, by a motion of the elbow, is by drawing the elbow very
much in, and this throws alfo the wrift much out of the proper line, both under and over,
and gives likewife a great advantage to the point, though not fo much as the firt men-

tioned, becaufe the motion not being fo wide, it is quicker, and covers the body more.
Gs THE
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THe third is from the motion of the wrift, either from the fword forming its circle from
right to left, or the contrary ; the wrift ought to a& with more fwiftnefs, becaufe the elbow
and arm are not thrown out of a line of the body. The broad fword commonly -parries the
thrufts with the fort of his blade, and returns an edge blow from the wrift; and all his
favourite blows are on the outfide of the {fword.

I aVE herein placed a guard of the broad fword, marked A, and the fmall fword guard
on the defenfive, marked B, as you fee in plate 47th.

THE broad {fword attitudes, or pofition for their guard, are various; fome keep their wrift
turned in tierce, with a ﬁraight arm, and their point in a line of their adverfary’s face, keep-
ing the body fomewhat forward, the left knee ftraight, and the right bent. :

THERE are fome who keep the fort of their broad {word in a line to their left hip, wnth a
high point.

THERE are others, who keep the hanging guard called the St. George° and others who
bend their left knee, and keep their body back, with their wrift turned in carte. .

=

EXPLA-



THE SCHOOL OF FENCING. 103

EXPLANATION OF THE DEFENSIVE GUARD OF THE SMALL SWORD
AGAINST THE BROAD SWORD.

HE guard of the fmall fword marked B, againft the broad fword marked A, which 1

have placed here, is the moft fafe, and the moft theltered guard for defence. The
chief point will be, to know your diftance: in whatever pofition the broad fword man may
put himfelf, you muft place yourfelf out of diftance, and bring neither your wrift nor your
fword, nor your right foot forward: but the moment you draw your {word, you muft, with
your left hand, take up the fkirts of your coat, keeping your left hand to the height of your
ear, in order occafionally to parry the cuts of the broad fword on the inﬁde, cither at the
head, face or the'lower part of the body.

THE blow at the head may likewife be parried with the fort of your blade, having the
wiift in tierce, and oppofing the blade almoft croffing the line; but your point fhould be a
little higher than the mounting of your fword: the moment the blow is parried, you muft
clofe in about a foot, and bending the body a little, return a. thruﬁ in feconde, and redouble
the thruft before you recover your guard.

G¢ PARRY
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ParRy the cut on the outfide of the blade to the face with the fort of your blade, and your
wrift turned half way to tierce with a ftraight point. The blow being: parried, you muft
return a thruit to the face in carte over the arm, and redouble the fame with a feconde. The
cut at the belly on the ofitfide of the fword, is to be parried by turning your wrift to a fe-
conde, and returning on the fame fide. .

IF you parry the infide cuts which may be made at you with your blade, you fhould parry
them with the prime parade, at the fame time traverfing the lme to the outfide, and return a
thruft in prime.

THE fafeft and fureft defence againft the broad fword (in my opinion) is not to be fluttered
or moved at any motion, fham blows, or attacks, which the adverfary may make to intimi-
date you, but flip and fhun his blows, by throwing.back your body well in a ftraight line
with his, and retiring about a foot at a time, and countera&t his defigns by continual half
thrufts and appels. - If his motions are clofe, you muft be the quicker to parry, either with
the fword, or with the fkirts of your coat, and on occafion make ufe of both.

Ir his motions are wide, you muft refolve to clofe in, covering yourfelf as much as poffible
with your fword and the lap of your coat, and deliver your thruft where you fee an opening

te
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" to hit him. If the ground fhould not be level enough to tire him, you fhould, by turning to
the right or to the left, and by retreating, take a favourable and exa juft time for thrufting,
inftead of throwing the thruft at random.

THERE are fome broad fword men who intermix their play with thrufts (which is called
counter point) thcy feign to glve a cut, and finith it a thruft; and fometimes, after having
parried, according to the opening they find, they will return either a cut or a thruft,

THE fword called cut and thruft is very different from the broad fword, becaufe it is much
lighter, it carries a ftraight point, and not a raifed one, as the fabres or cutting fwords com=
monly have; for which reafon they are obliged to make the hilts heavy, to render the point
light.

ng; half cut and thruft fword is preferable to thc broad fword, provided it be made ufe of
- with judgement. This weapon is the beft for horfemen, when they charge their enemy

- fword in hand.

THE END
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